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Sung Eucharist
The Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday 7th December 2025
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Welcome to Town Church. Whether you are a regular or occasional visitor, we

are pleased to have you as part of our worshipping community today. We hope
you enjoy the service. Please join us for tea or coffee at the end of the service
in the South Aisle

Bienvenue dans notre église dédiée a Saint-Pierre, mais connue sous le nom
de "Town Church". Nous sommes heureux de vous accueillir a2 notre messe
aujourd'’hui. Nous espérons que vous apprécierez le service. Nous vous
invitons a rester pour prendre le thé ou le café a la fin de la messe.

Laipni lidzam St Peter Port baznica, ko sauc ari par Pilsétas baznicu. Més
priecajamies, ka esat izvéléjies (-usies) but kopa ar mums Saja dievkalpojuma
un ceram, ka Jums tas patiks. Lidzam kopa ar mums iebaudit téju vai kafiju
péc dievkalpojuma.

Willkommen in unserer Kirche, die Sankt Petrus geweiht, aber
als’Stadtkirche’ bekannt ist. Wir freuen uns, dass Sie sich entschlossen haben,
an unserer Eucharistiefeier teilzunehmen und hoffen dass Ihnen unser
Gottesdienst gefallt. Bitte bleiben Sie am Ende noch bei uns zu Kaffee oder
Tee.

@ Large Print Orders of Service
Please ask one of the sidespersons if you would like one.
Contactless Card payments

@ If you would like to make donations via contactless card/phone there
is a machine by the door.

Communion

If you need communion bringing to you in your place, or require a gluten-free
wafer, please ask one of the sidespersons before the service, who will be
pleased to arrange this.

Music
The musical setting for the service is the Mass of the Bread of Life by Margaret
Rizza. The Organist and Director of Music is Stephen Le Prevost.

Some material included in this service is copyright:
© The Archbishops' Council 2000 © The Archbishops' Council 2007
Copyright hymns in this service are reproduced under CCL Licence Number 2328071
Cover artwork is © 2010 - 2023 lynnferd1138



The Gathering
Please stand to sing the opening hymn (HON432)

Rejoice , the Lord is King!
Your Lord and King adore;
mortals give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore.

Chorus Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Jesus the Saviour reigns,

the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above.

Chorus

His kingdom cannot fail;

he rules o’er earth and heav’n;
the keys of death and hell

are to our Jesus giv’'n.

Chorus

He sits at God’s right hand
Till all his foes submit,
And bow to his command,
And fall beneath his feet.
Chorus

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)



All

All

All

The president says

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

The Greeting

The president greets the people

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

Further words of welcome or introduction may be said

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Lighting of the Second Advent Candle

We light the second candle to remind us of God’s great
promise first told by the prophets of old.

The first and second purple candles are lit

Lord Jesus, light of the world,

the prophets said you would bring peace
and save your people in trouble.

Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
and show all the world God’s love.

Lord, make us one in the love of Christ
today and for ever.

Amen.

We sing the following hymn

Advent candles tell their story

as we watch and pray,

longing for the Day of Glory,

‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say.

Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness,
changed for gladness

on that Day.

Prophet voices loudly crying

making pathways clear;

glimpsing glory, self-denying,

calling all to hear.

Through their message; challenged, shaken,
hearts awaken:

God is near!

Please sit or kneel
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Prayers of Penitence

A minister says the invitation to confession

When the Lord comes,

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

Lord our God,

in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.

Have mercy on us;

deliver us from judgement;

bind up our wounds and revive us;

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Kyrie
Please remain seated while we sing the Kyrie
Largo (J =c. 69)
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The president says

Almighty God,
who in Jesus Christ has given us
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,
forgive you your sins,
open your eyes to God’s truth,
strengthen you to do God'’s will
and give you the joy of his kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

The Collect

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the
words,

Let us pray.

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power

and come among us,

and with great might succour us;

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness

we are grievously hindered

in running the race that is set before us,

your bountiful grace and mercy

may speedily help and deliver us;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honour and glory, now and for ever.
All Amen

Please sit
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Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 11.1-10
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
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On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the

peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.

Let us bless the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72.1-7

The response is sung first by the choir, then repeated by
everyone. The choir sings the verses and all join in the
response between each verse.

Response
v.17¢ May all na-tions be blest in him.
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1. 1Give the king your judgements, O God,
and your righteousness to the son | of a king.
2Then shall he judge your people righteously
and your | poor with justice.
3 May the mountains | bring forth peace,
and the little hills righteousness | for the people.

2. 4 May he defend the poor a | mong the people,
deliver the children of the needy and crush | the oppressor.
5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation | to another.

3. ®May he come down like rain u | pon the mown grass,
like showers that wa | ter the earth.
7in his time shall right | eousness flourish,
and abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
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New Testament Reading

Romans 15.4-13
A reading from the letter to the Romans

For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ
Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ
has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name’;
and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him’;
and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading
Matthew 3.1-12

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel reader

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness
of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.”’
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
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But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming

for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

‘T baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.

Sermon

The Creed

Please stand when the president stands

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

13
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Prayers of Intercession

Please sit or kneel.
At the end of each bidding the following response is used

Marantha
Come, Lord Jesus

And at the end this ending is used.

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;

give new courage to your people,

who trust in your love.

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,

one God for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

All

The Peace

Please stand. The president introduces the peace

In the tender mercy of our God,

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness

and in the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace
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Preparation of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine

During the following hymn (148), a collection is taken, the
table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. If
you wish to donate, but do not have cash; contactless
card/phone payments can be made after the service, by the
door.

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled,
not to be served but to serve,

and give your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow Him,

to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears

my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
“Yet not my will but yours” he said.
Chorus

Come see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.
Chorus

So let us learn how to serve

and in our lives enthrone him,

each other’s needs to prefer,

for it is Christ we’re serving.

Chorus Graham Kendrick.
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The president receives the prayer cards which have been
left in the church by visitors during the past week.

We come to you, loving God,

pilgrims on the road of faith.

In this sacred place, many have paused—
to seek, to grieve, to give thanks.

We gather their prayers now,

offered in silence and trust.

We bring our own needs too—

the weight we carry,

the hopes that guide our steps.

As we offer bread and wine,

sustain us for the road ahead.

Lead us through wilderness and wonder,
and let the grace of this sacrament

be our nourishment for the journey
Amen.

As the grain once scattered in the fields
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now united on this table in bread and wine,

16

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together

from the corners of the earth
into your kingdom.
Amen.

The president takes the bread and the wine
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The Eucharistic Prayer
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The Lord be with you and al-so with you.
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Lift  up your hearts. = We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,

through Jesus Christ your Son.

For when he humbled himself

to come among us in human flesh,

he fulfilled the plan you formed

before the foundation of the world

to open for us the way of salvation.

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven

to proclaim your glory

for ever praising you and singing:
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Please sit or kneel

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own.

When they turned away and rebelled

your love remained steadfast.

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,
born of Mary, to be the living bread,

in whom all our hungers are satisfied.

He offered his life for sinners,

and with a love stronger than death

he opened wide his arms on the cross.

On the night before he died,

he came to supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.
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Father, we plead with confidence

his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;
we remember his dying and rising in glory,

and we rejoice that he intercedes for us

at your right hand.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you
these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,
form us in the likeness of Christ,

and build us into a living temple to your glory.
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.

Reveal her unity, guard her faith,

and preserve her in peace.

Bring us at the last with St. Peter and all the saints
to the vision of that eternal splendour

for which you have created us;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

by whom, with whom, and in whom,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,

20

we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting

praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

A short silence is kept before we pray the Lord’s Prayer in
our first language whichever that may be.

Nous récitons le Notre Pere dans notre langue maternelle.
Meés lidzam Tévreizi katrs sava dzimtaja valoda.

Wir beten das Vaterunser in unserer Muttersprache.

As we join our prayers with the Church Universal, so we say,
each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Notre Pere....

Vater Unser....

Musu Tevs ....

Padre Nuestro....

Pai Nosso....

Onze Vader....

Ein Tad....

Ojcze Nasz....
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Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

God'’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.

All Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

We sing the Agnus Dei as the bread is broken.
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Giving of Communion
The president says the following invitation to communion

The table of bread and wine is now ready.
It is the table of the company of Jesus

And with all those who love him.

It is the table of the poor of the world,

with whom Jesus identified himself.

It is the table of communion with the earth
In which Christ became incarnate.

So come to this table,

You who have much faith

And you who would like to have more;

You who have been to this sacrament often,
And you who have not been for a long time;
You who have tried to follow Jesus,

And you who have struggled. Come.

It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.

All those who wish to receive communion are welcome to
receive communion here today. Please receive the bread,
then move to the right to receive the chalice or left for the
pipette. If you do not wish to receive communion but would
like a blessing, please come forward with everyone else and
hold this service booklet in your hands as an indication of
this wish. If you do not want to do either of these then, please
feel free to stay in your seat.

The president and people receive communion.

Communion Anthem

‘This is the truth sent from above’ Vaughan Williams
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Prayer after Communion

Please sit or kneel

Father in heaven,

who sent your Son to redeem the world

and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him

in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again,

we may be ready to greet him

with joyful love and firm faith;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise,

that when we were still far off

you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,

and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Notices may be given
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The Dismissal

Final Hymn (392)

O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn

with inextinguishable blaze,

and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire

to work and speak and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire

and still stir up the gift in me.

Still let me prove thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.

Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788)
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The Blessing

The president says

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
A minister says
As we await our coming Saviour,

go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ, Amen.

Organ Voluntary

‘Praeludium in G minor BuxWV159’ Buxtehude

Please join us for refreshments in the South Aisle
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NOTICES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please speak to Ruth or Sally if you are able to help on either of the
occasions detailed below;

. Crib Service

We need volunteers to act as welcomers and general helpers at the
Town Church Crib Service at 4 pm on 24 Dec.

. Late Night Shopping

Late Night Shopping will be taking place on 11" December and the
church will be staying open. We need volunteers to run the Tea &
Coffee stand, help with selling Christmas gifts, and to welcome visitors
to the Christmas Tree Festival.

TOWN CHURCH - TEMPORARY CLOSURE

The church will be closed in January and part of February while we

replace the interior lighting. We hope to reopen in time for a service

on Ash Wednesday but this will be confirmed by email nearer the

time

(please let me know if you're not on our email list and would like to be).

. Last service at Town Church will take place on Sunday 28 Dec: 8:00
am & 11:00 am (no evening service)

. Reverend Solvieg from St John's has kindly invited us to their 10:00
am Holy Communion on Sundays and Thursdays

. First Sunday of the month: All Age Worship

. Need parking? Let me know asap - spaces can be reserved

We are also grateful to Father Joe at St Stephen’s for inviting us to

hold some services of Evensong with our choir (dates tbc).

For other church services, visit: www.churchofengland.org.gg/churches

PLANNED GIVING

Envelopes for 2026 are available in the Church by the door. If you
would like to know more about this scheme, please contact Mrs Paddy
Whitford on 87724 212628 or paddywhitford62@gmail.com



http://www.churchofengland.org.gg/churches
mailto:paddywhitford62@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

TODAY Sunday 7th December
4 pm Les Bourgs Hospice ‘Light Up A Life’ Service NO EVENSONG

Monday 8th December
5.30 pm States Carol Service

Tuesday 9th December
12 pm - 2 pm Community Lunch

Wednesday 10th December
10 am - 12 pm Wednesday Welcome

Thursday 11th December
1.10 pm Come to the Quiet
Said Eucharist with reflective music.

From 5 pm Late night Shopping - Church will remain open.

Next Sunday 14th December
The Third Sunday of Advent
8 am Said Eucharist (BCP)
11 am Sung Eucharist
6.30 pm Choral Evensong

Churchwardens
Ruth Abernethy 07781181281 ruth_abernethy@hotmail.com
Sally Henderson 07781117266 sallyelizabethhenderson@hotmail.com

The Dean Rector
The Very Reverend Tim Barker The Revd Penny Graysmith
01481238568 Associate Priest
dean@deanery.gg The Revd Peter Graysmith

Find us on

www.townchurch.net or Facebook


http://www.townchurch.net/
http://www.townchurch.net/

