
    

 

 
 

 

 
 

SUNG EUCHARIST 
Sung by the Choir of Elizabeth College 

The First Sunday of Advent 
27th November 2022 

TOWN CHURCH 
St Peter Port, Guernsey 



    

 

 

Welcome to Town Church. Whether you are a regular or occasional visitor, 
we are pleased to have you as part of our worshipping community today.  We 
hope you enjoy the service. Please join us for tea or coffee at the end of the 
service in the South Aisle 
 

Bienvenue dans notre église dédiée à Saint-Pierre, mais connue sous le nom 
de "Town Church". Nous sommes heureux de vous accueillir à notre messe 
aujourd'hui. Nous espérons que vous apprécierez le service. Nous vous 
invitons à rester pour prendre le thé ou le café à la fin de la messe.  
 

Laipni lūdzam St Peter Port baznīcā, ko sauc arī par Pilsētas baznīcu. Mēs 
priecājamies, ka esat izvēlējies (-usies) būt kopā ar mums šajā dievkalpojumā 
un ceram, ka Jums tas patiks. Lūdzam kopā ar mums iebaudīt tēju vai kafiju pēc 
dievkalpojuma.  

 
 

For Those with Hearing Difficulties 
If you are wearing a hearing aid you will find that you hear the 
service better if you turn your hearing aid to the “T” position. 
 

Large Print Orders of Service 
Please ask one of the sidespersons if you would like one. 
 
Contactless Card payments 
If you would like to make donations via contactless card/phone 
there is a machine by the door.   

 

Communion 
If you need communion bringing to you in your place, or require a gluten-free 
wafer, please ask one of the sidespersons before the service, who will be 
pleased to arrange this. 
 
Music 
The musical setting for the service is the Mass of the bread of life by Margaret 
Rizza, The Elizabeth College Choir is directed by Liz Willcocks 
The Organist is Stephen le Prevost 

 
 

Some material included in this service is copyright:  
© The Archbishops' Council 2000  © The Archbishops' Council 2007 

Copyright hymns in this service are reproduced  under CCL Licence Number 2328071 

 
Music before service: 

 
 Wachet Auf!  Walther played by Archie Purdue 
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The Gathering 
   
 
 Please stand to sing the opening hymn.   

 
 

 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us, 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 
 Israel's strength and consola on, 
 hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every na on, 
 joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child and yet a king, 
 born to reign in us forever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
   Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
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 The president says 
 
 In the name of the Father, 
 and of the Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit.  
All  Amen. 
 

   The Gree ng 
 
 The president greets the people 

 
The Lord be with you. 

All  and also with you. 
 
 Further words of welcome are said 
 
 

 Prayer of Prepara on 
 
All  Almighty God,    
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspira on of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
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 Ligh ng of the first Advent Candle 
  

  
We light this candle to remind us of all those  
who in every age watch for his coming. 
 
The first purple candle is lit 

 
O God of Abraham and Sarah, 
we thank you for your faithfulness  
throughout all me. 
As today we begin our Advent journey, 
may the light of your love, 
surround us and all for whom we pray, 
as we watch and wait for your kingdom. 
 

All Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 
Amen. 

  
 

 We sing the following hymn 
 

 Advent candles tell their story 
 as we watch and pray, 
 longing for the day of glory, 
 ‘Come, Lord, soon,’ we say. 
 Pain and sorrow, tears and sadness, 
 changed for gladness 
 on that day. 
 
 
 Please sit or kneel 
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Prayers of Penitence  
 

 
Deacon When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 
All  Lord our God, 

in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

   

The Kyrie 
 
We remain seated to sing the Kyrie 
The president says 
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Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive you your sins, 
open your eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen you to do God’s will 
and give you the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
    
    

 The Collect 
  
 The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  
 
  Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the me of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

All  Amen. 
 

    
 Please sit  
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Old Testament Reading 
        Isaiah 2.1-5  

  
 
 A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

 
 In days to come 
   the mountain of the L ’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
   and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the na ons shall stream to it. 
   Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the L , 
   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruc on, 
   and the word of the L  from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the na ons, 
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
na on shall not li  up sword against na on, 
   neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 
   come, let us walk 
   in the light of the L ! 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 122 
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   New Testament Reading 
  Romans 13.11-end 

  
 A reading from Paul’s le er to the Romans 
 

 Besides this, you know what me it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salva on is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour 
of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licen ousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gra fy its desires.  

  
Let us bless the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Ma hew 24.36-44  

  
 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel reader 
   
All  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

 
 Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,  
 and all flesh shall see the salva on of God. 

 
All  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
    
 The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
 Ma hew. 
All, (sung) Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
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of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
 
For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 
ea ng and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, un l the 
day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing un l the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one 
will be taken and one will be le . Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be le .  
 
Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All, (sung) Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 

Sermon 
  
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  11 

 

The Creed 
 
 Please stand when the president stands 
 
All We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally bego en of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
bego en, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salva on  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary and was made human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pon us Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
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acknowledge one bap sm  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrec on of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

    
 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

 Please sit or kneel.  At the end of each bidding the 
 following response is used 

 
 Maranatha: 
All  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 And at the end this ending is used. 
  

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 
give new courage to your people, 
who trust in your love. 
By your coming,  
raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 
on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit 
one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

   The Peace 
 

 Please stand 
 
 The president introduces the peace  
 

In the tender compassion of our God, 
the day spring from on high shall dawn upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
   

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 
 
 The deacon says 
 
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
      
  All may exchange a sign of peace 

  

 
 
 

During the following hymn a collec on is taken, the table is 
prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  If you wish to 
donate, but do not have cash; contactless card/phone 
payments can be made a er the service, by the door. 
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Offertory Hymn  
 

 
Hills of the north, rejoice; 
river and mountain-spring, 
hark to the advent voice; 
valley and lowland, sing: 
though absent long, your Lord is nigh; 
he judgement brings and victory. 
 
Isles of the southern seas, 
deep in your coral caves 
pent be each warring breeze, 
lulled be your restless waves: 
he comes to reign with boundless sway, 
and make your wastes his great highway. 
 
Lands of the east, awake, 
soon shall your sons be free; 
the sleep of ages break, 
and rise to liberty. 
On your far hills, long cold and grey, 
has dawned the everlas ng day. 
 
Shores of the utmost west, 
ye that have waited long, 
unvisited, unblest, 
break forth to swelling song; 
high raise the note, that Jesus died, 
yet lives and reigns, the Crucified. 
 
Shout, while ye journey home; 
songs be in every mouth; 
lo, from the north we come, 
from east and west and south. 
city of God, the bond are free 
we come to live and reign in thee! 

 
Charles Edward Oakley (1832-1865) 
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The president receives the prayer cards which have been  
 le  in the church by visitors during the past week.  
 

We come to you, loving God seeking your grace, 
we offer to you the people  
of many different races, cultures and beliefs  
who have used this holy place in recent days. 
We bring before you the concern on their hearts,  
the thoughts in their heads 
and the situa ons for which they have prayed. 
And now we offer you our concerns 
that as we receive this sacrament, 
your grace may lead us on the journey which is before us. 
In Christ’s name we pray.  

All  Amen. 
 
 As the grain once sca ered in the fields 
 and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
 are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,  
All So Lord, may your whole Church soon be  
 gathered  together from the corners of the earth  
 into your kingdom.  

 
The president takes the bread and the wine 
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The Eucharis c Prayer 
 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you  
thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlas ng Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself  
to come among us in human flesh,  
he fulfilled the plan you formed  
before the founda on of the world 
to open for us the way of salva on. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord  
will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory 
for ever praising you and singing: 
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Holy, most holy, all holy the Lord,  
in power and wisdom for ever adored. 
The earth and the heavens are full of your love; 
our joyful hosannas re-echo above. 
 
Blesséd, most blesséd, all blesséd is he 
whose life makes us whole 
and whose death sets us free; 
who comes in the name of the Father of light, 
let endless hosannas resound in the height. 
 

Tune - Slane (313) 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own. 
When they turned away and rebelled 
your love remained steadfast. 
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  
born of Mary, to be the living bread, 
in whom all our hungers are sa sfied. 
He offered his life for sinners, 
and with a love stronger than death 
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 
 
On the night before he died, 
he came to supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
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Do this, as o en as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me. 
 

Deacon Great is the mystery of faith  
All Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.  

 
Father, we plead with confidence 
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 
we remember his dying and rising in glory, 
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us  
at your right hand. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 
these gi s of your crea on; 
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 
form us in the likeness of Christ, 
and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. 
Reveal her unity, guard her faith, 
and preserve her in peace. 
 
Bring us at the last with St. Peter and all the saints 
to the vision of that eternal splendour 
for which you have created us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by whom, with whom, and in whom, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, in songs of everlas ng praise: 
 

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 A short silence is kept before we pray the Lord’s Prayer  
 in our first language whichever that may be. 
 Nous récitons le Notre Père dans notre langue maternelle.  
 Mēs lūdzam Tēvreizi katrs savā dzimtajā valodā.  
 Wir beten das Vaterunser in unserer Mu ersprache. 
 
 As we join our prayers with the Church Universal,  
 so we say, each in our own language, the prayer that Jesus taught 

us. 
 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven            Notre Père…. 
 hallowed be thy name;  
 thy kingdom come;                           Vater Unser…. 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Mūsu Tēvs ….  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,       Padre Nuestro…. 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.                 Pai Nosso…. 
 And lead us not into tempta on; 
 but deliver us from evil.                   Onze Vader…. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory,                  Ein Tad…. 
 for ever and ever. 
 Amen.                                            Ojcze Nasz…. 

  

Breaking of the Bread 
 
 The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
 We break this bread 
 to share in the body of Christ 
All Though we are many we are one body, 
 Because we all share in one bread.  
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Agnus Dei 
 
   We sing the Agnus Dei as the bread is broken. 

 
 O Lamb of God, come cleanse our hearts 
 and take our sin away. 
 O Lamb of God, your grace impart 
 and let us know you in our heart, 
 have mercy, Lord we pray, 
 have mercy, Lord we pray. 
 
 O Lamb of God, our lives restore, 
 our longing souls release. 
 Into our lives your Spirit pour 
 and let us live for evermore 
 in perfect heav’nly peace, 
 in perfect heav’nly peace. 

Tune – Repton (106) 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

 The president says the following invita on to communion 
  

The table of bread and wine is now ready. 
It is the table of the company of Jesus 
and all those who love him. 
It is the table of the poor of the world, 
with whom Jesus iden fied himself. 
It is the table of communion with the earth 
in which Christ became incarnate. 
So come to this table, 
you who have much faith 
and you who would like to have more; 
you who have been to this sacrament o en, 
and you who have not been for a long me; 
you who have tried to follow Jesus, 
and you who have struggled. Come.  

All  It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.   
  All those who wish to receive communion are welcome to 
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receive communion here today. Communion will be 
received in one kind (bread only). If you do not wish to 
receive communion, but would like a blessing please 
come forward with everyone else and hold this service 
booklet in your hands as an indica on of this wish. If you 
do not want to do either of these then please feel free to 
stay in your seat.  Communion may be received kneeling 
or standing as is your preference.  

   
 The president and people receive communion. 

  
Please keep a prayerful silence for the dura on of 
Communion to allow others to prepare to receive the 
sacrament and to pray a erwards. 

 
 

Communion Anthem 
 

During Communion the Choir will sing: 
 

Bethlehem Down  Peter Warlock  
 

 

Prayer a er Communion 
  
 O Lord our God,  
 make us watchful and keep us faithful  
 as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;  
 that, when he shall appear,  
 he may not find us sleeping in sin  
 but ac ve in his service and joyful in his praise;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All  Amen. 
 
 
All  Faithful God, 
 in bap sm you have adopted us as your children, 
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 made us members of the body of Christ 
 and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom: 
 we thank you that in this Eucharist 
 you renew your promises within us, 
 empower us by your Spirit  
 to witness and to serve, 
 and send us out as disciples of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen.  
  
 No ces are given 
 
 

Final Hymn  
 

 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
 his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
 his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble li ed high. 
 
 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926)  
from Luke 1 .46-55  

 
 



  23 

 

The Blessing 
  
 Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,  
 sca er the darkness from before your path,  
 and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
All  Amen. 
 
  The deacon says 
 
  As we await our coming Saviour,  
 go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ, Amen.  
 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 
 Toccata Boëllmann played by George Walker 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for refreshments in the South Aisle 
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NOTICES 
 

COFFEE JARS NEEDED! 
Empty Douwe Egbert coffee jars needed for a  
Christmas project by Mary Herve.  Mary is the Co-ordinator for 
Guernsey Caring for Ex-Offenders and part of the Prison 
Chaplaincy team.  
 
FOR SALE 
Available for purchase in Town Church. All proceeds to Town 
Church Funds.       Advent Calendars (£2),  

Advent Countdowns (£5),  
and Advent Candles (£2),  

 
CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 
We will be once again having a Christmas Hamper Raffle. We 
require dona ons of non perishable food and drink items to go 
in the hampers (or a dona on to buy items to include). Please 
bring to church as soon as possible so we can get the hampers 
made up. Tickets will be £1 each - thank you for your support.  
 
GUERNSEY WELFARE CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
Boxes of Chocolates and special Biscuits will be gratefully 
received in the next few weeks for distribu on in early 
December.  Also, please do not forget, even more people and 
families are struggling with rising prices so dona ons of nned 
vegetables (not Baked Beans) Ketchup, Pasta Sauces, Coffee 
(not Tea) and Sugar are always needed.          
Thank you!  
 
HEATING 
Your help is needed to keep the church warm this winter!  
Dona ons to help with the cost of hea ng oil will be very much 
appreciated.  
 



    

 

Christmas at the Town 
Church 

Sunday 
27th November 
ADVENT SUNDAY 

11am Elizabeth College sing morning  
service.  Before the service 
Archie Purdue will play Wachet Auf! Wal-
ther. 

 6.30pm  ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 
Darkness to Light with the  
Town Church Choir. 

Sunday  
4th December 

4.00pm  LES BOURGS HOSPICE SERVICE  
with Choir  

Thursday 
8th December 

6.00pm 
to 

9.00pm 

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING with music from 
ELIZABETH COLLEGE CHOIR & MUSICIANS 

Saturday  
10th December 
 

6.00pm LATVIAN CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

Sunday  
11th December 

7.00pm GLEE SINGERS CHRISTMAS  
CONCERT, drinks from 6.30pm.  All wel-
come.  Event is free - re ring collec on 
divided between Town Church and 
GSPCA. 
(no Evensong) 

Sunday  
18th December 

6.30pm SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

Saturday  
24th December 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

4.00pm CHILDREN’S CRIB SERVICE 
Fancy Dress 

 11.30pm MIDNIGHT MASS  

Sunday  
25th December 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

11.00am CHRISTMAS MORNING  
EUCHARIST SERVICE 

Sunday 
1st January 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 

11.00am CONGREGATIONAL EUCHARIST 
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Mission Priest  
The Revd Peter Graysmith 
Tel: 01481 715641 
pgraysmith@elizabethcollege.gg 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Churchwardens 
 

Ruth Abernethy  07781 181281     ruth_abernethy@hotmail.com 
Mel Brown   07781 404243     melherm@hotmail.com 

For more details about the life of Town Church  
please visit our website 

www.townchurch.net 
@TownChurchGsy          @TownChurchGsy 

 

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK 
 

 
8.15 am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Morning Prayer – in the Lady Chapel & online 
 

Thursday 1st December 
1.10 pm Come to the Quiet 

Said Eucharist with reflec ve music 
 

Next Sunday – 4th December 
The Second Sunday of Advent  

 8 am Said Eucharist (BCP) 
11 am Sung Eucharist  

4.00 pm Les Bourgs Hospice Carol Service 
No Evensong 

 

Deacon  
The Revd Jill Mabire 
Tel: 07781 451832 
jillmabire567@gmail.com 


